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BOOK       4, Removal of religious disabilities.
"V"fTr
.     ^      s     5. A Tribunal of arbitration excluding any foreign element.
1899.         Q   "The concession of most-favoured-nation rights to Great Britain,
not only in commercial matters but in all matters affecting British
'   interests or the position of British subjects, whether white or coloured."
7. "The provisions of the Treaty with Portugal, allowing tho passage
of arms through Portuguese territory, to be surrendered, and an agree-
ment to be arrived at with Her Majesty's Government for the reduction
of the excessive armaments of the South African Republic."
Equally important, though, an assurance to the Boers not a
demand, is what follows. "If these conditions are agreed to, Her
Majesty's Government will still be prepared to give a complete
guarantee against any attack upon the independence of the South
African Republic, either from within any part of the British
Dominions or from the territory of a foreign State." And this
assurance was no mockery. Regarding franchise and redistribu-
tion Her Majesty's Government was still ready to arrange such
safeguards as would prevent the old burghers from being im-
mediately swamped by the new population.1 So far was
Chamberlain, on the very eve of war, from being a rabid jingo
towards the Boers, or a predatory Imperialist bent on crushing
Republics to grab gold-mines.
Conspicuous as showing how the vital question had become
one of "Armaments and Security" was the seventh demand.
The Cabinet at Lord Salisbury's own suggestion had sharpened
this to the point of summoning the Transvaal alone to disarm.2
Chamberlain preferred mutual limitation. He did not contem-
plate keeping a large British force permanently in South Africa
to overawe the Dutch. But the orpo^ preceding the demand
recited that the Transvaal had "enormously increased its arma-
ments until it is believed that there is a provision sufficient for
four or five times the number of burghers liable to bear arms".
Miner, as we saw a few pages back, had for long represented
that any British ultimatum must deal with Boer armaments.
He called it "the gravest feature" of the whole South African
situation.
1 October 9, 1899. Final draft for 3 Chamberlain to Lansdowne, Oeto-
the Cabinet.                                           ber 1, 1899.